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much more likely to reduce its tariffs
unilaterally than it is to disarm unilaterally.
The analogy between the two problems is
close. And just as a Disarmament Confer-
ence is needed to secure disarmament on any
general scale, or indeed to make serious dis-
armament by any individual country practic-
able, so a Tariff Conference must be convened
if European tariffs generally are to be reduced.
The fact that recent conferences of this
kind have been unsuccessful does not mean
that the method was wrong or that the
attempt ought not to be made again. It is
significant that when a world conference on
the abolition of those complete prohibitions
of imports and exports which impeded trade
rather more than even tariffs themselves was
convened in 1929 no non-European State
participated (though one or two sent
observers) and every European State did,
with the unimportant exceptions of Lithuania
and Albania. The convention drafted did
not in the end secure enough ratifications
to bring it into widespread operation, but
the composition of the conference showed
how fully Europe realised the importance of
such problems. The solution of them has
not been found, but at least the necessity of
solving them has been recognised.